
ANCIENT GREECE
Chapter 8 

Lesson 4



The Greek Empire

 In 359 B.C. Philip of Macedonia planned to overtake 

the city-states of Greece.  

 He did this by invading or bribing lesser city-states until 

he had an army stronger than Sparta’s.  

 By 338 B.C. King Philip of Macedonia conquered all 

of Greece.  Even though the Greeks did not consider 

the Macedonians as anything other than barbarians, 

wild, uncivilized people, King Philip had his son 

Alexander tutored by Aristotle (who was Greek) and 

raised to honor all Greek heritage and philosophy.



The Greek Empire

 Alexander grew to be a fine scholar and soldier.

 His hero, Achilles, inspired him to become a great leader 

and warrior.  

 His dream came to fruition when his father, King Philip, 

was assassinated, or murdered for political reasons, and 

Alexander became king at age 20.  



The Greek Empire

 One of Alexander’s first actions was to invade Persia.

 It had been weakened due to the battles overtaking 

Greece, so Alexander was able to conquer and continue 

eastward.  

 He went as far as the Indus River Valley and won a 

battle against an army that fought using elephants.

 Alexander’s army had never seen elephants before, yet were 

able to win that battle as well.  



The Greek Empire

 Alexander was heralded as “Alexander the 

Great” because he had conquered Persia, Egypt, 

and lands extending beyond the Indus River in 

the east, in 11 short years.  

 Unfortunately, two years later, Alexander came 

down with a fever and died.  

 His commanders then divided up his empire into 

three kingdoms, Greece/Macedonia, Egypt, and 

Persia.  



The Greek Empire

 Greek city-states were built everywhere 

Alexander had conquered. 

 The emigrants that settled these new city-states 

called them Hellenistic kingdoms.  

 Hellenistic describes Greek history and culture after 

the death of Alexander the Great. 

 The most famous and successful Hellenistic kingdom 

(even to this day) is in Alexandria, Egypt.  



The Greek Empire

 Alexandria, Egypt (named after Alexander) was 

founded in 332 B.C. at the edge of the Nile delta. 

 It became the capital city and grew famous as a 

center for business and trade.  

 Its harbor housed the first and largest lighthouse 

to guide sailors to safe port.  (In fact, the 

lighthouse was one of wonders of the ancient 

world) 



The Greek Empire

 Alexandria also boasted of 
having the largest library in 
the world.  

 It housed over 500,000 scrolls 
and scholars from all over the 
known world would come here 
to learn.  

 Mathematics also flourished 
in Alexandria.  A man 
named Euclid developed 
geometry.  

 It is still used the same way 
today. 

 Homer was a blind poet who 
greatly influenced Greek 
culture and portrayed the 
gods as glorified human 
beings.

 A scientist named 
Eratosthenes even calculated 
the distance around the 
earth as 24,662,000 miles 
and the earth is actually 
24,900,000 miles. 

 He did this without the use of 
satellites and computers. 

 Another scientist Archimedes 
in Alexandria discovered the 
use of pulleys and levers to 
lift heavy objects.  

 He was able to hoist a loaded 
ship out of the water.



The Greek Empire

 As you remember from previous lessons, writing was 

laborious and scribes had to learn thousands of 

symbols, pictures, and characters.  For example, the 

Babylonians had to learn over 3000 symbols in their 

alphabet.  The ancient Greeks created an alphabet 

that used less than 30 symbols that stood for a 

sound.  Learning to read became much easier and 

more people learned to read and write.



Terms to Know:

 Alexander, Aristotle, King Philip, barbarians, 

Hellenistic, assassinate 

 Make sure you draw the timeline from the new 

textbook on page 220-221.

 Complete map work on page 214 and draw the 

map.


